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Rights Balance Sheet . On the basis of a detailed 
balance sheet of human rights pluses and minuses since Secretary 
Vance's visit to Buenos Aires last November/ Embassy Buenos 
Aires concludes that, as usual, the record is mixed. Positive 
steps have been taken to regularize detention procedures for 
executive (state-of -siege) prisoners, and the government has 
been helpful with several US special interest cases (Timerman, 
the Voglers, and the Deutschs.) . However has been .no 

significant change in the coun terterror i fraeti c s . responsible 
ior s o nany.. nl a f- jons i_p_ the past, and se ruri tv - aftr - snnnp] no 


may be ft somewhat broader range of People „than. befo : 

Human rights improvements have tended to occur in areas where 
little or no security risk is involved and the internal 
political cost for the Videla government is minimized. 


Perhaps the most significant development in recent month* 
according to the Embassy, has been the effort of government 
officials to refurbish Argentina’s international image, an 
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INR Comment : Pressure from the security forces is 

unlikely to decrease before the conclusion of the World Cup 
socce r championship that will be played in Argentina in June. 
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